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To: The Pareuts, Guardians, or Caretakers of Students Enrolled in St. Martin Parish Schools

The following lettcr contai$e information related to the law and lhe poliry of the Dishict Attomey's OIfice, along with the St.
Martin Parish Sohool Board policy regarding attendance and behavior during the 20lg-ZOZ0 school-year.

A-ttendance
Louisia[a Law requires parents, guardians, or caretakers ofscltool-age children to assure the attendanoe oftlreir children at school
(R.8' t7:22I *d l4tg2.2), When a $tudsnt misses five (5) unexcuod days of school, a referral may be rnrde to tb€ Disrict
Attomey's Office. As a rosult of thin ssfe*al, you may be reguired to rttsnd a code.retcs * your child's school or the Dis&ict
Courthouse to discuss your child's truansy issue. $hould the rtudcnt confintte to be rbccnt flom rchool, ttc percnt *ld student
can be referred to the Family in Need of Servlcer (FINS) Progrnm or to t{re l6c Judlclrl Dfuilrtct Court foiprorecuthn
under the strtutes mentloned above. Gust'dians who violate the above-mentioned laws may be sanctioned in iny of the
following ways;

Note that guardians who seek the assistanco of law enforcement officials, sooial service officials, or other appropriate authoritios in
leading the child to modi9 his or her behavior, or in refering the cbild to appropriate troatment or coneotive faiiliiies shall not be
found guilty of the violations mentioned under R.S. 14:92.2.

Louisiana Law also requires parents, guardians, or caretakers ofschool-age children to assure that students arrive at school on time
(R'S. l7:2X3), Shoutd the studofit accumulute five (5) unexcrrscd tardies in one semester, a referral may be made to the District
Attorney's,_Office. The parent and child may be placed on a plan of assistance with tho District Attorneys' Office to resolve the
problem. Habitual tardies can result in the following: first offense shall be punishable by a fine of not more than fifty (50) dollars or
the porformance ofnot less fian nrenty-five hours ofcommunity service; subsequent qfirnses shall be punishable in accordancc
with the truanoy policy abovc.
Note: Cases of habitual absencc or tardiness by a licenscd student, who is referrod to juvenlle or family courtl cen result in
denial or suspension of drlving prlvllege.s.

Discioline
Violation ofschool nrles rclated to behavior may requin: parent and child to attgnd a conference at your child's school or the
District Courthoure with an olfrcial from the District's Asorney's Office. [n accorda$ce with Louisiana [.aw, continued violation of
school rulqs can result in the prosecution ofthe parent, guardian. or caretaker and the student in question

We earnestly and sinoerely solicit your cooperation in our efforts to provide a sound education for your chitdren. We are obligated
to apply and enforce all ofthe laws applicable to school attendance and discipline.

Sincerely, Sincerely,

Allen Blanchard Jr.

Superintendent

r finsd not moro than $500,00
. irnprisoned for not rnor.E than 90 days
r ol both imprisonment and fine

' minimurn conditiorrs of probation
o 40 hours of court-approv0d community service
o A combination of 40 hours of court-approved community service and attendance at a court-approved family

counseling pfogram by both parent and child
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